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Abstract

This postgraduate dissertation examines media representations of refugees and
migrants. The study is informed by Critical Discourse Analysis. To address its aims, a
research sample of news articles was assembled. These were ten articles from the news
site iefimerida, twelve articles from the news site Proto Thema, twelve articles from the
Daily Mail, and nineteen from the BBC. The selection of the news sites was based on
unbiased web traffic data, which were used to identify the two most popular news
outlets in Greece and the United Kingdom. In addition, a strict search and selection
protocol was designed and implemented to select and gather articles. An analytical
model grounded in established content analysis techniques was employed. Using
thematic analysis, textual evidence from the news articles was grouped into codes,
which allowed for prevailing themes to emerge. The study showed that the four news
sites represented migrants and refugees negatively. Across all examined news sites,
migrants and refugees were predominantly represented as a problem and a homogenised
mass, with only limited exceptions observed in the BBC. The news sites Proto Thema
and iefimerida represented them as unwanted, dangerous, and threatening. The Daily
Mail represented them as unwanted and as a strain on resources and security; and the
BBC represented them as an administrative and economic burden. Across the articles,
there was consistent conflation of the terms “migrants”, “refugees”, and “asylum
seekers”. In the Greek news sites, no pro-migrant discourse is apparent. In the Daily
Mail, there is minimal evidence of pro-migrant discourse, and in the BBC, there is
limited pro-migrant discourse which is overwhelmed by dominant governmental anti-
migrant discourse. Similar studies of broader scope are required.

Keywords

Critical Discourse Analysis, media representations of migrants and refugees, thematic
analysis, refugees, migrants, and asylum seekers, critical literacy.

Postgraduate Dissertation



OPEN

HELLENIC loannis Vazirgiantzikis. Media representations of refugees and
B UNIVERSITY migrants. Implications for their language education and learning

AVOmapacTdGES TPOGPUYMV KOl LETAVUGTOV GTO LEGH EVIUEPDOTC

[odvvng Balipytavtlikng

MeptAnn

Avt 1 petamTuytokn dwtpPn e£eTdlel TIG avamapacTAGELS TOV TPOGPVYWOV KOl TV
petavaotdv oto péca evnuépmons. H pedém Pacileton oty Kprrikn Avdivon
Adyov. o v enitevén 1OV 6TOXOV NG, CLYKEVTPOONKE &va gpeuvnTikd delypa
GpBpwv ewdncewmv. Avtd NTav oéko ApBpa amd TOV EOMNGEOYPOPIKO 1GTOTOTO
iefimerida, omoeka apBpa amd Tov €10ncE0YPaPKO 16TOTONO Proto Thema, dddeka
apOpa amd v Daily Mail kot dekagvvéa and to BBC. H emthoyn tov 10m6£0YpaQik®dv
10toTONOV PaciotTnke 6€ AUEPOANTTO OEOOUEVO OLUOIKTVOKNG EMICKEYILATNTOC, TO
omoio YP1GILOTOONKAV Y10 TOV EVIOTIGUO TV 6V0 O ONUOPIADY EOTGEOYPOUPIKDV
péowv ommv EAAGOa xor 1o Hvopévo Baoilewo. EmmAéov, oyedidotnke xot
EPAPUOCTNKE £va aVoTNPO TPMOTOKOALO avalNTNoNG Kot ETAOYNG Yo TNV EMAOYT KO
™ ovAloyn apBpwv. Xpnowomombnke &va avoAlvTikd povtélo Pacicpévo oe
KaOEpOUEVEG TEXVIKEG AVAALGNG TEPLEXOUEVOV. XPNGILOTOIMVTAG OEUATIKN 0VAALOT,
TO KEWWEVIKA oToreion amd T €10NGE0YPaPIKA apbfpa opadomombnkoy ce KMOKEG,
YEYOVOS TTOL EMETPEYE TNV avAdEEN TV Kuplapywv Bepdtov. H pedétn €dei&e Ot ot
TE0OEPLS  EWONCEOYPUPIKOL  10TOTOTOL TAPOLGIalaV TOVG HETAVACTES KOl TOVG
TPOCPVYES APVNTIKA. X& OAOVG TOVG EEETALOUEVOVG EIONCEOYPAPIKOVS 1IGTOTOTOVG, Ol
HETOVAOTEG KOl Ol TPOSPLYES Tapovotdlovtay Kupimg ¢ TPOPANUO KOl ©C
opoyevomompévn pélo, pe HOVO TEPLOPICUEVES €EAPECEIS VAL TOPATPOVVTIOL GTO
BBC. Ot eonceoypapucoi iototonot Proto Thema kou iefimerida toug mapovsiacav mwg
avemBountovg, emkivovvoug kot ansiintikovs. H Daily Mail tovg mopovcioce og
avemBOUNTOLS Kol G EXPAPLVOT Y10 TOVS TOPOVS Ko TNV acsPdreta, evd To BBC toug
TAPOLGIOcE MG €vo O10IKNTIKO Kot OoVOUKd Papog. Xe 6Aa ta dpBpa, vmpée
OLUCTNUOTIKY] EVVOLOAOYIKT] GUYYLON TOV Op®V «UETOVAGTES), «TPOCPULYES» Kol
«OUTOVVTEG AGVAOY. ZTIG EAANVIKEG ELONCEOYPAPIKES IGTOGEAMOES, OEV VITAPYEL ELPOAVIG
Adyoc vmép TV petavaotov. Ztnyv Daily Mail, vdpyovv eAdyiota otoryeio AdOyov viép
TOV LETOVUOTAOV, Kol 6to BBC, vtdpyet mepropiopévog Adyog vép TV HETOVOGTOV, O
omoiog emoKlaleTon amd Tov Kupiopyo KLPEPYNTIKO AVTIUETAVACTEVTIKO AdY0. Eivan
okompo va oegoaybovv mapdpoleg peréteg gvpvtepov mediov. H mpodBnom tov
KPLTIKOU Ypappaticpov fewpeitor kabopioTikng onposciog yio OA0VG TOVG HobNTEG.

Aé&Eerg — Kieowa
Kpitikr] Avédivon Adyov, ovomopacTicELS HETOVOCTOV Kol TPOSOPUY®V OTO HECH

evnuépmong, Bepatikn avdivon, mwpdoELYES, HETAVACTEC Kol ouToOVTEG GOLAO,
KPLTIKOG YPOUUOATIGHLOC.
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