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H mopodoa epyacio amotehel mvevpatiKy 1O10KTNGI0 TG POITNTPLOG (KGLYYPAPEAG/dNOVPYOCH) TOL
TNV €KTOVNGCE. ZTO TAAIGIO TNG TOALTIKNG OVOIKTHG TPOSPACNS 1 SLYYPAPENS/ ONovpyds eKYmpEel 6TOo
EATI, pun amoxAelotikny ddeto ypnong Tov SKOIOUATOS OVOTOUPOY®YNS, TPOCHUPHOYNS, ONUOCIOV
SaVEIOLOD, TAPOLGINGTG GTO KOO KOl YNOLaKng d1dyvong Toug SleBvmg, o€ NAEKTPOVIKT LOPON KOl GE
0TO10ONTTOTE PECO, Y10 SIOAKTIKOVS KOl EPEVVNTIKOVG GKOTOVG, AVEL OVTOAAAYLATOG KOL Y10t OAO TO YpOVO
OLAPKEWNG TOV SIKOU®UATOV TVELHOTIKNG 01oKkTNnoiog. H avowtr tpdsPfaocn 610 TANPES KEIPEVO Yia
HEAETN Kol avhyvoorn dev onpoivel Kod’ 010voNmote TPOTO TAPODPNON SIKUOUATOV S100VONTIKNAG
WBOKTNGING TNG GLYYPAPEN/INOVPYOD 0VTE EMLTPENEL TV AVOTOPUYDYT], OVAOT|LLOGIELGT), AVTLYPOQT],
amobfKeEVOT, TOANGCT), EUTOPIKY YPNOM, METAO0OT, dtavopr], €KO0CT, EKTEAEGN, CUETOPOPTOOT
(downloading), «avéptnon» (uploading), petdppacn, TPOTOTOINGoN HE OTOOVINTOTE TPOTO, TUNLOTIKA
N 7EPUNTTIKG NG €pyaciog, yopig TN  pnNtn  TPONYOVHEVN  £yypaoen  ouvvaivesn 1Tng
ouyypaéa/dnovpyoV. H cuyypapéag/dnpiovpyds dtatnpel To cHVOAO TV NOIK®OV KOl TEPLOVGLAKAV
NG SIKOUMUATOV.
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ANQIKTO YVOUNG Y10, TIG KOIVWVIKES GOVETELES THS aTiuwpnaias oty ElLddo.

r. EAAHNIKO Topooxevon Aoudlo, Atiuwpnoio twv eykAnudtov twv ioyvpav: Mia épevova
; NANERIETHMIO

Evyapiotics

Oanela va ekpdom Tig Oeplég Lov guyaptotieg TPog Tov EMPAETOVTA KOO YN TN HOV,
Ovidap Adockden, yio v kaBodnynon, Tig 0GTOYEG TAPOUTNPNGELS KOl TN SlopKN
vroot)PEn Tov ko’ OAN TN SdpKeEW NG EKTOVNONG TNG Tapovoag epyoaciog. H
oLPoAr Tov VIMPEE KABOPIGTIKT O)L LOVO GTNV OAOKANPMOGCT TG EPEVLVAG, OALA KOt
o1 SWUOPP®CT] TOV EPELVNTIKOD TNG TPOCOVOTOMSHOD. Ot cu(Noels HoG
ATOTEAEGOY TTOAVTIUN TN TPOPANUATICHOD Kot GUVEPAANY OVGLOGTIKA GTNV ETAOYN
Kot v guPdbvvon tov Bépatoc. Tov guyoplotd Waitepa Yoo TV EUTIGTOGVHVT, TNV
EMGTNHOVIKN TOL KaBod1ynomn kot T 618001 TOv Vo AELITOVPYNGEL WG LEVTOPAS GE OAN

ot N dtdpoun.

Evyopiotd, emiong, tovg S0AcKovVTeG Kol TIG OOACKOVGEC TOV UETOTTLYLOKOV
TPOYPALLOTOS Y10 TIG YVAOOCELS KOl TAL EPOJIO. TOV LoV TPOGEPEPAY. TO HETATTUYLOKO
aVTO OMOTEAESE Y10 LEVA £VAV TPOCHOTIKO GTOYO KOt 1) OAOKANPWOGT] TOL GLVOLETOL LIE
Ho OMUaVTIKY Stodpopn EEMENG Kot ETLUOVTG.

[dwitepeg evyaprotieg opeilm kot otov cuLVYO pov, TnAéuayo, mov Tapapével oTadepd
0710 TAELPO HoL, pe GTNPLEN, KATOVONGCN Kol LTOUOVH o€ KOBE GTAO0 OVTNG TNG

Topelog.
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Iepiinyn

H moapovoa Sumhopotikn epyocio €£etdlel T0 QAIVOUEVO TNG ATIUOPNGIOG TOV
EYKANUATOV TOV 1oYvpodv otV EALGSA, £6TIAloVTOG OTIC KOWVMVIKEG OVTIANWYELS TTOV
TO GLVOOEVOVV KOl GTIC CUVETEIEG TOL Yia TN OECUIKT] EUMTIGTOGVVT] Ko TN Onpocta o).
H évvola g atpmpnoiog mpoceyyiletal g mToAVOAGTOTO PUIVOUEVO, TO OTOI0 dEV
nepopiletar oV amovsio movng, aAAG apopd evpOtepa TV EAhenymn Aoyodociag og
VOUIKO, TOMTIKO Kol KOWOVIKO enimedo. X10 Bewpntikd mhaictlo, | epyacio Paciletot
OTNV KPLTIKT EYKANUATOAOYIN, 0VOSEIKVDOVTOS OTL TO EYKANLOTO TV IGYVPOV, OTMG M
dtpBopd, TO OWKOVOUIKO KOl TO KPOTIKO-ETALPIKO EYKANLA, cLyva yopaktnpiloviat
amd YoOUNAN opatdHTNTO, OEGLIKY TOAVTAOKOTNTA Kot SUOYEPELEG OT dlEPEVVIION Ko
amodoon evbvvov. Xto eumelpkd okéhog, M €pevva Paciletar o€ TOCOTIKN
pebodoroyia, e GTOYO TN GLGTNUATIKY OEPEVVIOT] TOV KOWMVIKAOV OVTIANYE®DV KOl
OTAGEMV TOV TOMTIAOV OTEVOVIL GTO QUIVOUEVO TNG OaTlopnciog, dedopévov 4Tt
oxetikn] Piprloypoeio avadelkviel TV TEPLOPIGUEVT] EUTEIPIKY KATAYPOUPT| TOV
KOWOVIKOV dlootdoedv Ttov. Me ypfon epotnuatoloyiov mov dwveundnke
dwdwtvakd og detypa 313 evniikov, eetdlovion téooeplg Pacikéc d100TAGES: M
avTiAnym G aTIUOPNGING, Ol KOWMVIKEG KOl TOAITIKEG GUVENELEG, 1) EUTICTOCLVN
0ToLG BECOVG Kot 1) OTACT TOV TOAMTOV OmEVOVTL GTNV €vepyr| ovupetoyn. Ta
OTOTEAECUOTO KOTAOEKVOOUY DYNASG eMimedo avTiinyng atipwpnoiog, doitepa og
TPOG TN UN 6OTIUN EQPAPHOYN TOL VOLOL Yol TOAITIKA KOl OTKOVOUIKG 16YLpovG
opavtec. IMopdAinia, evtomiletor woyvpn OLOYETION HETOEL 1TNG  AvTIANYNG
ATHOPNOCING Kol NG UEWOUEVNS EUTICTOCLVNG OTOVG Beopovc. Qotdco, Tapd TV
apVNTIKN 0EOAOYNON TOV BEGUOV, KOTOYPAPETOL KO L OYETIKT O140£0T GUUUETOYNG
KOl EVEPYOTOINONG TV TOMT®V o€ {NTHHaTe Sopavelng Kot Aoyodosiog. Emutiéov,
dgV TPOKVTTOLV CNUAVTIKES SLOUPOPOTOMGELS OTIS OVTIANYELS OVOAOYA LE KOWVOVIKA
Kol ONMUOYPOQIKE YOPOKTNPIOTIKE, YEYOVOG TOV VTOONAMVEL OTL 1 EUTEPiO NG
atpopnoiag owyéeton opldévrio oty Kowowvio. H epyacio avadeikvoer 6t 1M
OTILOPNCI0  TOV  EYKANUATOV TOV  1OYLPOV  OmoTeEAEl  Kpioyo Tapdyovia
amodVVAN®oNG TG BECUIKNG VOULoToinoNG Kot TNng OMUOKPOTIKNG Agrtovpyiog,
VROYPOUUILOVTAG TNV aVAYKN EVIGYLONG TOV UNYOVICUOV A0Y0d0GT0G Kot TEPULTEPM

EUTELPIKNG OLEPEHVNONG TOL POLVOUEVOD .
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Impunity for Crimes of the Powerful: A Public Opinion Survey

on the Social Consequences of Impunity in Greece

Paraskevi Damala

Abstract

This master’s thesis examines the phenomenon of impunity for crimes of the powerful
in Greece, focusing on the social perceptions that accompany it and its consequences
for institutional trust and public life. Impunity is approached as a multidimensional
phenomenon that extends beyond the mere absence of punishment, encompassing
broader deficiencies in accountability at legal, political, and social levels. The
theoretical framework draws on critical criminology, highlighting that crimes of the
powerful -such as corruption, economic crime, and state-corporate crime- are often
characterized by low visibility, institutional complexity, and difficulties in investigation
and attribution of responsibility. The empirical part of the study employs a quantitative
methodology, aiming at the systematic investigation of citizens’ perceptions and
attitudes toward the phenomenon of impunity, given that the existing literature
highlights the limited empirical examination of its social dimensions. The data were
collected using an online questionnaire distributed to a sample of 313 adults. Four key
dimensions are examined: perceived impunity, social and political consequences, trust
in institutions, and citizens’ attitudes toward active participation. The findings indicate
a high level of perceived impunity, particularly regarding the unequal application of the
law to politically and economically powerful actors. At the same time, a strong
correlation is identified between perceived impunity and reduced trust in institutions.
However, despite the negative evaluation of institutions, a notable willingness among
citizens to engage and participate in issues related to transparency and accountability is
also observed. Furthermore, no significant differences emerge in perceptions across
social and demographic groups, suggesting that the experience of impunity is
horizontally diffused across society. Overall, the study demonstrates that impunity for

crimes of the powerful constitutes a critical factor in the weakening of institutional
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legitimacy and democratic functioning, highlighting the need to strengthen

accountability mechanisms and to further empirically investigate the phenomenon.

Keywords

Impunity, crimes of the powerful, critical criminology, institutional trust, social

consequences, perceived impunity
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