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Abstract

Early childhood education (ECE) scholars and teachers have been stating concerns regarding
young students’ attitudes towards social justice issues for decades. Recent findings suggest
that preschoolers still have a tendency for negative attitudes for individuals who in their eyes
seem different. By employing an ethnographic-based approach the current work aims to
explore how classic children’s literature can contribute to raising students’ awareness on a
range of issues related to the three Ds of social justice; difference, diversity and dignity.
Books of classic children’s literature were used into four inquiry-based lessons, that aimed to
facilitate stereotype recognition and to raise positive awareness to social justice issues related
to gender, race, disability and empathy. Participants included fifteen preschoolers at the age
of five at an International Baccalaureate (IB) in Switzerland. Data gathered through class
observation and interviews were analyzed through thematic analysis. The findings of current
work emphasize the significance of incorporating social justice education in the modern era,
emphasizing the use of classic literature as a tool to cultivate awareness of social justice
issues. It stresses the necessity for educators to initiate this teaching from the early years.
Utilizing classic children's literature, particularly texts that explicitly emphasize and celebrate
the Three Ds, proved effective in enhancing preschoolers' understanding of social justice
issues. The study revealed that the participating preschoolers developed critical reflection
skills that challenged stereotypes related to physical appearance, gender, color, ethnicity, and
ability. Moreover, they demonstrated the ability to engage in meaningful discussions about

empathy and kindness.

Key words: early childhood education, social justice, classic literature, diversity, empathy



HELLENIC Eleni Bina, Fostering social justice awareness through classic children’s literature:

- SIEIIIE\TERSITY insights from an ethnographic study at an international kindergarten in Switzerland

Iepiinyn

Epevovntég kol ekmaidevntikol otV TPOGYOAIKY] EKTAIOELOY| EXOVV EKPPAGEL OVNGLYIES
OYETIKA LE TIG OTACELS TV VEAP®OV HoONTOV EvavTl TV BEUATOV KOWMOVIKNG OTKO1OGVUVIC.
[Ipdopata gvprpata VWOSNAGVOLY OTL To IO TPOGYOMKNG MAKiag eakolovbovv va
EYOLV TNV TACN Y10 APVNTIKEG OTAGELS EVOVTL ATOUMV TTOV, 0TO d1Kd TOLG UdTio, Goivovtal
SpopeTikd. Me 1t ypfon 0voypaptkig TPOGEYYIoNG, N TAPOVCH EPYUGI £YEL MG GTOYO V.
EPEVVNCEL TOC TO KAOOIKE 7Toudikd Pipiia pmopovdv va cvuPdiovv otnv advénon g
gvocOntonoinong tov padntov ce BEpaTO KOWOVIKNAG OKooohvng mov oyetilovtan Le:
SPOPETIKOTNTA, TOALTOMTIGHIKOTNTO Kot oSlompémela. Bifiio KAOGIKNAG  TOdIKNG
Aoyoteyviag ypnooromOnkay o T€ooepo LoONUOTO POCICUEVO GE EPEVVNTIKEG EPOTNOELS,
To. omoilo elyov ®G OTOXO TNV OVOYVAOPIOT OTEPEOTOHMOV KO TNV TPOOywyn OeTikng
evocOntonoinong og Bépata Kovmvikng dikatocvvng mov oyetilovrar pe VA0, eBvikdTO,
avamnpio Kot gvouvaictnon. v €peuva GUUUETEIYOV JEKOTEVTE HOONTECG TPOGYOAIKNG
aymynge, o NAKio TEVTE €TV, 0o éva 1010TIKO oyolreio (IB) otnv EABetia. Ta dedouéva mov
OLYKEVTIPOON KAV HEGH TopaTAPNONG TNG TAENG KOl GLVEVIELEE®MV avaAvOnKoV HECH
Oepatikng avédivong. Ta gvpnuata g Tpéyovcag LeAéng vroypappilovv ) onpacio g
EVOOUATOONG TNG KOWVMVIKNG OIKOLOGVVT] GTNV EKTAIOEVOT 6T GOYYpovn €mOYN, TOVILOVTOg
™ YPNOWOTNTA TNG KANGIKNG AOYOTEXVIOG ®C €PYOAEiov Yoo TNV KOAMEPYEW TNG
gvocOntonoinong tov pobntodv coe Bépota Kowwvikng dikatoovvng. Emonpoivetor n
avAayKn Y. TOVG EKTOLOEVTIKOVS vl TPowBoHV avTnv TN dwackoiio and ta TpdTa YPOVIo
(Wmmaymyeio). H yprion khacikodv todik®dv PBipAiov, 1010¢ KEWEVOV TOV EMCGTULOIVOVY Kot
yoptalovv ta tpia DS, amodelyfnke amoTeAeGUATIK GTNV EVIGYLON TNG KATOVONONG TOV
TV TPOGYOAMKNG NAKiag Yo BEpata KOOVIKNG OIKO0GUVIG. ZOUG®VA LE TNV HEAET,
TOL TOOLA TTPOGYOMKNG NAKING TOV GuUETEYOV avERTLEAY dEEIOTNTEG KPITIKNG GKEWYTG TTOV
TPOKAALEGOY OTEPEOTLMO. GYETIKAL HE TNV EUEAVIOT, TO @VAO, TO YPp®OU, TNV €OvVOTIKN
KaToymyn Kot v wovotnta. EmumAéov, enédei&av m duvatdTNTd TOLVG VO GUUUETEXOVY CE

evolPEPOLGES GLINTACELS Yo TNV EvavvaicOnon).

A£EEEIG-KAEWO1d: TIPOCYOMKY  EKTOAOEVLOT], KOWMVIKY OKOooLVY, KAOGIKY Aoyoteyvia,

TOAVTOMTIGIKOTNTA, EvouvaicOnon.
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